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     The regular meeting of Fremont City Council was called to order at 7:30 p.m. via virtual zoom meeting 
 in the form prescribed by The General Rules of Council.   President Hafford called the meeting to order.  
The following members answered roll call:  Weiss, Sleek, Smith, Otte, Elder, Ruiz, and Liebold.               
The minutes and the agenda were approved. 
 
     Before the beginning of the regular meeting Mrs. Chari Mullen shared a recorded presentation pertaining 
to the first couple of months of her department of Diversion and Inclusion and her goals for the future.  
Mayor Sanchez applauded Chari for her presentation and hoped that the positivity from the department 
would continue.    
 
     Third reading of an ordinance creating a comprehensive amendment to the entire Part Eleven Planning 
and Zoning Code of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Fremont. Councilman Liebold voiced his 
disappointment on no changes being made to the ordinance.  Mayor Sanchez countered his reply by standing 
by the work that the committee and the company did.  Mr. Gross thanked those who worked on the Codified 
Ordinances and the work that they performed.  On a motion to adopt by Smith and seconded by Weiss, 
motion carried 7 yea votes. Ord. 2021-4053 
 
     First reading of ordinance amending the pay scale for all part-time, intermittent, temporary, seasonal and 
interim employees, and boards and commissions of the City of Fremont, and declaring an emergency.        
Mr. Grahl explained that this ordinance had already been passed, but it needed to be amended in order to 
have the city pay for the Municipal Prosecutor position.  Beth Tischler, Sandusky County Prosecutor 
explained her position on wanting the change. Mr. Grahl asked that council suspend rule #4.  On a motion to 
suspend rule 4 by Ruiz and seconded by Sleek, motion carried 7 yea votes.  On a motion to adopt by Smith 
and seconded by Elder, motion carried 7 yea votes.  Ord. 2021-4054 
 
     First reading of a resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor to enter into a revolving loan fund 
agreement with the Ohio Development Services Agency and declaring an emergency.  Mr. Frost explained 
that this resolution allows us to continue with the fund through the CDBG.     
 
Council Comments 
 
         Chairman Otte stated he loved to see the Christmas decorations still up and the spirit and brightness 
that is still around. 
Chairman Liebold stated that he sees the signs up for DORA and wondered where the cups were.  Mr. Gross 
stated that there are some shipping delays and cups are currently in Chicago.  He is hoping that they will 
arrive soon. 
     Chairwoman Ruiz stated that she received some great comments on our Downtown area and how 
beautiful it is.  She thanked Mr. Kerns for all his help on making this possible.  She commented that she 
stopped at Lily Beans in Potter Village and encouraged community residents visit the establishment.           
She wished everyone a very happy New Year and encouraged everyone to stay safe. 
     Chairman Elder agreed with Councilwoman Ruiz and the Downtown Area.  He also complimented      
Ms. Mullen on her presentation. 
     Chairwoman Weiss made a comment that her daughter made concerning how nice our city was.  She also 
thank Chari for her presentation. 
     Councilman Smith he agreed with everyone else and was looking forward to exciting things happening in 
the future for the city of Fremont.  He also asked about the MLK breakfast celebration and plans.  Holly 
Elder stated that a drive thru breakfast was scheduled for Monday, January 18th and details on a Virtual 
Breakfast meeting would be released soon. 
    
     Jim Posey asked if President Hafford had received his email.  She did not and will get with him for her 
signature.   
 
     Jamie Belcher had technical difficulties on the Zoom meeting but commented in that there is a proof of 
the Tobacco Ordinance and will get with Ken Frost for approval.   
 
     Mr. Gross stated that the housing study was completed and around 500 completed.  He stated that the 
preliminary draft of the survey should be back to the city the first week in February.  The Jackson Annex has 
been demolished and meetings with the Rotary Club are taking place.  He is hopeful that by April we will see 
some movement of things to come.  He ended by mentioning Quality Steel invested 14 million dollars and 
adding 40,000 sq. feet along with adding new job.  Mr. Gross stated that Fremont is moving in the right 
direction. 
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     Mrs. Hafford made a statement reminding people to stay safe, stay healthy and to please wear your mask 
in public. 
 
     Mayor Sanchez thanked Ms. Chari Mullen for her hard work and dedication to the city and to the position 
she has been put in.  He also agreed with Mrs. Ruiz on the downtown area.  He also stated that his office is 
always opened for conversation with any city council member and wished everyone a Happy New Year   
 
      On a motion to adjourn by Elder, seconded by Weiss, motion carried 6 yea votes.  Meeting was 
adjourned at 8:50 pm. 
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